[Emphysematous pyelonephritis. Apropos of a case diagnosed by ultrasonography].
Emphysematous pyelonephritis is a severe infection of the Kidney observed mainly in diabetic patients. The disease is characterized by the production of intra-renal and occasionally perirenal gas. Because of the high mortality associated with this fulminant septic infection, it is imperative to establish a prompt diagnosis and start an appropriate therapy early in the course of the disease. We report a case of emphysematous pyelonephritis diagnosed by sonography: sonographic features consist of multiple high amplitude echoes within the renal parenchyma, renal sinus and perirenal space associated with distal shadows containing low level echoes. We discuss the value of the radiologic imaging methods.